
Minutes             

 
YPSILANTI COMMUNITY UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 
 
 
 

Members Present:  Michael Bodary, Keith P. Jason, Jon R. Ichesco, Larry J. Doe, and Gloria C. 
Peterson. 

Members Absent:  None. 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. Bodary called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  Motion by Doe to receive and file the 
minutes of the June 24, 2020 meeting as presented.  Support by Jason.  In favor: Peterson, 
Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

3. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Request to Approve - YCUA Resolution No. 20-3 re: Retirement for 
Helen Dudley – Jeff Castro 

Motion by Doe to approve YCUA Resolution No. 20-3 re: Retirement for 
Helen Dudley.  Support by Jason. 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that Helen Dudley is an administrative 
assistant for the Authority with 21 years and 2 months of service who has 
requested retirement as of July 31, 2020 and that this resolution is fitting at 
the time of her retirement.  He added that Ms. Dudley is the employee that 
postponed her retirement in order to assist YCUA during the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  Mr. Castro indicated that her efforts are very 
much appreciated. 

Mr. Jason thanked Ms. Dudley for her dedication to the Authority, 
especially during such a trying time.  Mr. Bodary concurred. 

In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 
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B. Request to Approve – Authorization to Seek Engineering Proposal re: 
State Street Pump Station (Restricted Funds Account No. 902-305) – 
Scott D. Westover 

Motion by Jason to provide Authorization to Seek Engineering Proposal 
re: State Street Pump Station (Restricted Funds Account No. 902-305).  
Support by Ichesco. 

Mr. Westover advised the Board that a storm in May of 2019 resulted in 
about 60 basement backups in the West Willow neighborhood.  He 
indicated that the State Street pump station has long been a maintenance 
issue and was at this time overwhelmed.  Mr. Westover explained that that 
this pump station was originally designed back in the late 40s or early 50s 
to service just this neighborhood.  He pointed out that later, a sewer was 
extended from the southwest side of I-94 to the station with an overflow 
line that ran down Outer Lane to the south and the way the hydraulics 
worked over the years has been kind of a mystery. 

Mr. Westover also explained that OHM was asked to examine the 
hydraulics to determine if they needed to be increased.  He further advised 
that the gravity line running down Outer Lane was investigated as a 
possibility to take the heavier flows during rain events but that the line 
would be surcharged too much.  Mr. Westover stated that the most 
appropriate course of action identified in the analysis was to retrofit the 
pump station with a greater size range of pumps to accommodate both 
average flows and the peak wet weather flows during and after storm 
events.  He acknowledged that this proposal will start the engineering 
process for those design improvements. 

Mr. Bodary inquired as to whether the Authority can issue a PSA 
regarding the FOG that is contributing to the problems with this pump 
station, reminding the residents to not to put grease down their drains but 
rather throw it away after it has cooled and hardened.  Mr. Castro 
responded affirmatively and indicated that YCUA plans to use mail 
stuffers as well as its website to get the word out.  Mr. Westover 
interjected FOG is indeed an issue but that the hydraulic analysis and the 
need to increase the size of the station is independent of the FOG problem. 

Mr. Bodary inquired as to whether OHM’s $2.577 million preliminary 
cost estimate is accurate.  Mr. Westover responded that it is very 
conservative but that it is appropriate at this time to err on the side of 
caution considering there is no detailed design just yet. 

In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 
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C. Request to Approve – Authorization to Seek Engineering Proposal re: 
US-12 and M-17 Water Main Improvements (Restricted Funds 
Account No. 902-263) – Scott D. Westover 

Motion by Doe to provide Authorization to Seek Engineering Proposal re: 
US-12 and M-17 Water Main Improvements (Restricted Funds Account 
No. 902-263).  Support by Ichesco. 

Mr. Westover advised the Board that this is a construction project that 
MDOT is planning for 2022 in the areas of Huron and Hamilton north 
from I-94 to Washtenaw and Cross Street including Michigan Avenue 
between Huron and Hamilton and Cross Street from Huron to the Stone 
Tower.  He indicated that this neighborhood contains some of the oldest 
water mains in the city, therefore there is a need to replace the majority of 
them along with water services in order to satisfy the new Lead and 
Copper Rule.  Mr. Westover explained that, given the size of the project, it 
is not something that can be tackled in-house, therefore OHM’s assistance 
is crucial. 

Mr. Bodary inquired as to whether all of the lead service lines in this area 
need to be identified by 2021 as per the Lead and Copper Rule.  Mr. 
Castro responded that YCUA is hoping to identify the lead services ahead 
of the deadline.  Mr. Westover responded that MDOT has set a deadline 
for design of the road improvements for January 1, 2021, therefore YCUA 
needs to have an inventory of lead services before that time.  Mr. Shaffer 
interjected that his department hopes to have the lead services identified 
by September 1st and that all homeowners will be notified and advised of 
the replacement process at that time. 

In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 

D. Request to Approve – Award of Bids re: Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Bulk Chemicals Purchase in the Approximate Amount of $550,000 (O 
& M Expense Account No. 550-736) – Sreedhar Mullapudi 

Motion by Doe to approve the Award of Bids re: Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Bulk Chemicals Purchase in the Approximate Amount of $550,000 
(O & M Expense Account No. 550-736).  Support by Ichesco. 

Mr. Mullapudi advised the Board that YCUA staff wishes to award the 
chemicals award of bids to Chemtrade Chemicals US, LLC for aluminum 
sulfate, JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc. for sodium hydroxide, and PVS 
Nolwood Chemicals, Inc. for sodium hypochlorite.  He indicated that the 
Authority has worked with these companies before and Chemtrade and 
JCI Jones are current suppliers. 
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In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 

E. Fund Balance Report – Dwayne Harrigan 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

F. Financial Report – Authority Net Assets – Dwayne Harrigan 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

G. Usage Report – Consumption Report – Jeff Castro 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that the June 2019 to 2020 month-to-month 
comparisons show that water sales are up 38%, however the year-to-year 
date comparison shows a smaller increase of about .5%.  He indicated that 
this is still encouraging news overall and that July is looking good. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

H. Attorney’s Report – Scott Munzel 

Mr. Munzel advised the Board that Yazaki challenged their Notice of 
Non-Compliance for mercury because they felt there should have been 
more testing and also because they were uncertain where the mercury was 
coming from and did not want it on their record that there had been a 
violation.  He indicated that a hearing took place following the procedure 
outlined in the ordinance and YCUA’s findings resulted in the upholding 
of the violation.  Mr. Munzel explained that the ordinance provides Yazaki 
the opportunity to appeal this decision before the YCUA Board of 
Commissioners, which they have requested.  He pointed out that he 
contacted Yazaki’s attorney and it was decided to entertain some 
alternative discussions prior to submitting the matter to the Board, 
particularly because Yazaki has since identified the source of mercury and 
is now in compliance. 

Mr. Mullapudi interjected that YCUA was well within its enforcement and 
response guidelines and EGLE has been informed and extends its support 
of YCUA’s decision.  He indicated that YCUA has informed Yazaki that 
it does not have discretionary power to give any regulatory relief and that 
these standards are from the court of the Federal Register. 

Mr. Castro added that YCUA is required to enforce to the Federal IPP 
standards approved by EGLE and simply cannot ignore even a single 
violation, regardless if it is later remedied.  Mr. Bodary commented that as 
long as the Authority is in compliance with EGLE, he sees no reason to 
bring the matter to the Board. 
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Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

I. Human Resources Report – Debra Kinde 

Ms. Kinde advised the Board that, since the last meeting, 60 employees 
received one or more of nine different trainings that were delivered.  She 
indicated that YCUA has received notice from the state that the water and 
wastewater certification exams have been postponed until November, 
which is the second postponement. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

J. Director’s Report - Jeff Castro 

There was no Director’s Report for the month. 

4. OLD BUSINESS:  There was no Old Business for the month. 

5. OTHER BUSINESS:  There was no Other Business for the month. 

6. STATEMENTS AND CHECKS:  Motion by Ichesco to pay the current month’s bills in 
the amount of $5,183,371.46.  Support by Doe.  In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, 
and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no Public Comments for the month. 

8. ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Doe to adjourn the meeting at 3:28 p.m.  Support by 
Ichesco.  In favor: Peterson, Doe, Ichesco, Jason, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion 
carried.) 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      

JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 

 



  

  

 

  

 

YCUA RESOLUTION NO. 20-3 ANNOUNCING 
THE RETIREMENT OF HELEN DUDLEY AND 

COMMENDING HER FOR HER SERVICE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, 

County of Washtenaw, Michigan, held electronically, on the 22nd day of July 2020 at 3:00 o’clock p.m., 

prevailing Eastern Time. 

PRESENT: Commissioners  Michael Bodary, Keith P. Jason, Jon R. Ichesco, Larry J. Doe,   

     and Gloria C. Peterson.        

ABSENT: Commissioners  None.          

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner Doe and supported by 

Commissioner Jason. 

WHEREAS, Helen Dudley, an employee of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, has completed 

twenty-one (21) years and two (2) months of service to the Authority; and 

WHEREAS, Helen Dudley has requested retirement as of July 31, 2020. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Commissioners of the Ypsilanti 

Community Utilities Authority commends Helen Dudley for her accomplishments and years of service to the 

Authority and expresses its appreciation to her. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a suitably inscribed copy of this Resolution of Retirement be sent 

to Helen Dudley as an expression of the Board’s sincere appreciation for her years of service and the desire to 

convey its best wishes for good health and happiness in her retirement. 

AYES:  Commissioners   Michael Bodary, Keith P. Jason, Jon R. Ichesco, Larry J. Doe,    

     and Gloria C. Peterson.        

NAYS:  Commissioners   None.          

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
         

JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 
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I hereby certify that the attached is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, at a 

meeting held on the 22nd day of July 2020 and that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full 

compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976 and that minutes of the meeting were kept and will 

be or have been made available as required by said Act. 

        
JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 

 


